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accurate election information. I
am proud to present him with a
NASS Medallion Award.”
The NASS Medallion Award
recognizes outstanding service
and dedication to furthering the
National Association of Secre-
taries of State's mission. Individ-
ual secretaries of state may
present the award to honor indi-
viduals in their state who pro-
mote NASS's goals in one or
more of four areas: elections,
civic education, service to state
government or a commitment of
giving.
“First off I want to thank you,

Multimillion Dollar Grant Will
Extend STEM Programs to U.S.
Military Families, Low Income
Students of Color And Underrep-
resented Communities

NEW ORLEANS, Oct. 8, 2020
/PRNewswire/ -- STEM NOLA
has received a $2.79 million dol-
lar grant from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense (DOD) to
expand its educational work-
shops and access across the Gulf
South, serving military-con-
nected families. STEM NOLA's
largest award to date is a part of
the highly competitive National
Defense Education Program Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering,
and Mathematics awards, which
granted a total of 12 awards this
year, totaling $31 million over a
three-year period.
We are exceedingly grateful and
incredibly proud to partner with
the U.S Department of Defense
in addressing some of the most
urgent educational needs among
military families and underrepre-
sented communities," says
STEM NOLA CEO Calvin
Mackie. "This grant is life-chang-
ing. It will continue the great mo-
mentum we've created this year
by immediately shifting our
STEM programs and afterschool
activities to a virtual platform."
The multimillion dollar grant will
strengthen STEM NOLA's inno-
vative STEM ecosystem created
to build confidence, skills and
performance in STEM-related
subjects and fields such as the
power of wind, friction, rockets
and robotics. It will continue
STEM NOLA's mission of en-
gaging, inspiring and empower-

This is a STEM NOLA session with Navy officer oversight. These youngsters are part of
the multi-million dollar expansion of educational workshops and access across the Gulf
South. (Photo/Courtesy: STEM NOLA)

ing young people and students of
color through STEM-activities
while providing awareness of
the DOD's STEM career oppor-
tunities.
In 2018, Mackie was selected by
Gov. John Bel Edwards to serve
as one of three leading Louisiana
advocates of STEM preparation
to represent Louisiana at the in-
augural State-Federal Science
Technology Engineering and
Math Summit to be hosted by
the White House Office of Sci-
ence and Technology Policy in
Washington, D.C. In 2017, Gov.
Edwards appointed Mackie to
the Louisiana Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering and Mathemat-
ics Advisory Council. The
council coordinates and oversees

STEM education programs, to
increase student interest and
achievement in the fields of
STEM; to ensure the alignment
of education and workforce
needs; and to increase the num-
ber of women who graduate
from a postsecondary institution

with a STEM degree or creden-
tial.
Mackie has won numerous
awards including the 2003 Pres-
idential Award for Excellence in
Science, Mathematics and Engi-
neering Mentoring. He received
the 2019 Congressional Black
Caucus Foundation Board's
Chair (CBCF) Phoenix Award.
The Phoenix Award is the high-
est honor presented by CBCF. It
recognizes individuals whose
extraordinary achievements
strengthen communities and im-
prove the lives of individuals and
families, nationally and globally.
STEM NOLA
Founded by New Orleans native
and former tenured Tulane Engi-
neering professor, Dr. Calvin

Mackie, STEM NOLA
(www.stemnola.com) is dedi-
cated to exposing, inspiring and
engaging communities in learn-
ing opportunities in Science,
Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM). The
award-winning programming de-
signs and delivers activities, pro-
grams and events, with a focus
on underserved communities.
The non-profit organization is
dedicated to developing future
Innovators, Creators and Entre-
preneurs through the exposure to
21st Century skills of Communi-
cation, Collaboration and Criti-
cal Thinking. Since 2014, STEM
NOLA has engaged over 40,000
students - mostly under-served
students of color - in hands-on
STEM project-based learning.

About Dr. Calvin Mackie

Dr. Calvin Mackie (www.calv-
inmackie.com) is an award-win-
ning mentor, an inventor, an
author, a former engineering pro-
fessor, an internationally
renowned speaker, and a suc-
cessful entrepreneur. 

He completed his degree in
Mathematics at Morehouse in
1990, graduating Magna Cum
Laude and a member of the pres-
tigious Phi Beta Kappa National
Honor Society. He was simulta-
neously awarded a Bachelor's
degree in Mechanical Engineer-
ing from Georgia Tech, where he
subsequently earned his Master's
and Ph.D. in Mechanical Engi-
neering in 1996.

"We are exceedingly grateful
and incredibly proud to part-
ner with the U.S Department
of Defense in addressing
some of the most urgent edu-
cational needs among mili-
tary families and
underrepresented communi-
ties," says STEM NOLA CEO
Calvin Mackie. 

Sec. of  State Tre Hargett presents NASS  Medallion Award
to Grizzlies' Jaren Jackson ... from sports page 1

Secretary Hargett, for taking time
out of your day to come and be
here with me and the Grizzlies for
this honor,” Jackson Jr. said this
morning after accepting the
award. “I think part of the plat-
form we have, that I have been
blessed with ever since I got
drafted, is that I get to make a dif-
ference in the community. Those
are things that are long lasting
and make a difference. Now,
more than ever, voting is impor-
tant and I have made that known.
That has been one of my staples,
something that my parents have

“Jaren Jackson Jr. is a star
on and off the court. We could
not have asked for a better
advocate for our Your Vote
Matters campaign,” said Sec-
retary Hargett. “Jaren has
made a significant impact by
encouraging Tennesseans to
register and working with our
office to help voters get 
accurate election informa-
tion. I am proud to present
him with a NASS Medallion
Award.

instilled in me. ‘Your Vote Mat-
ters’ was something that I was
able to contribute to this year and
that was amazing. At the end of
the day, this means more to me
than so much. Just because it is
part of the community, and I
know how much everybody in
Memphis cares about me, as I
care about them. This is a great
honor.”
The Your Vote Matters campaign
encourages all eligible Ten-
nesseans to make their voices
heard in 2020 by registering to
vote and by casting a ballot dur-

ing early voting or on Election
Day.
Voters are encouraged to take
advantage of Tennessean’s gen-
erous early voting period for the
upcoming State and Federal
General Election. Early voting
starts Wednesday, Oct. 14, and
runs Monday to Saturday until
Thursday, Oct. 29. Election Day
is Nov. 3.
For more information about vot-
ing in Tennessee or about the
Secretary of State’s Your Vote
Matters campaign, visit GoV-
oteTN.com.

Armament Systems & Procedures hires John Brownlee
them in the public safety indus-
try—and has worked for leading
companies in both the retail and
manufacturing sectors. 

Most recently, he was a Territory
Business Manager for Elbeco
Uniforms, and prior to that he
held management positions at
Galls and Atlantic Tactical.

ASP Vice President of Sales

Daryell Harmon says,  “We have
known John for some time, and
are excited to have him join the
team.  He’s established and re-
spected in the industry, and al-
ready has significant experience
selling ASP products, so we
know he’ll hit the ground run-
ning.”

From the Outdoor Wire

APPLETON, WI — Armament
Systems and Procedures (ASP),
a leading provider of law en-
forcement products and training,
has hired John Brownlee as Di-
rector of Government Sales. 

Brownlee brings to the role
twenty years of sales and man-
agement experience—half of John Brownlee

ASP Vice President of Sales
Daryell Harmon says,  “We
have known John for some
time, and are excited to have
him join the team. He’s estab-
lished and respected in the in-
dustry, and already has
significant experience selling
ASP products, so we know
he’ll hit the ground running.”

Vote on Nov. 3rd!
It’s a right and privilege!


